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Jacquelyn – 

Two years in a row, I worked on Thanksgiving. I rushed through dinner with my family, I got dressed for 
work as my family fell asleep, and I drove off in the dark to Kohl’s, where I would work from 11:45 PM to 
8 PM. The lines were non-stop, the breaks were few and far between, and the pay wasn’t worth it. The 
last year I worked there, I passed out from the heat of the store, with my manager asking when I could 
go back on the floor to run the register. Through all this, I was considered “lucky,” because the store 
opened at midnight and earlier on the holiday. 

This year, that seems to be over. Stores like Kohl’s, Old Navy, Target, Walmart, Toys R’ Us, Kmart, Sears 
& Best Buy are all opening up on Thanksgiving Day this year, forcing thousands of workers to miss 
spending Thanksgiving with their families. 

Everyone deserves a holiday – take the pledge to not shop on Thanksgiving, and give retail workers 
back their holiday. 

In retail, Thanksgiving and Christmas Day are the only two holidays that workers traditionally receive. 
Now that many stores are choosing to open on Thanksgiving, that break is being taken away, denying 
retail workers the rare opportunity to spend a holiday with their families. And most of these workers are 
only being paid minimum wage for their trouble. 

A holiday should not be a luxury for the rich – all workers deserve time to spend with loved ones. Take 
the pledge to stay home this Thanksgiving, and give retail workers the break they deserve. 

Alex Palombo 
American Family Voices 
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Make sure to follow us on Twitter here. 
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Scott - 

My friend Danee works 2 full-time jobs, and she’s still poor. 

Every morning, she wakes up at 5 AM and drives 40 minutes to her job at Dunkin’ 
Donuts. When her shift finishes at 12 PM, she eats a quick lunch and drives to her 
second job at Wawa, and works until close – usually around 10 PM, sometimes as late as 
12 AM. On her breaks, she does classwork, so she can earn her degree and become a 
medical assistant. She gets home late, she wakes up the next morning, and does it all 
again. 

Both jobs only pay Danee $7.25 an hour. She and her daughter, Kiana, still live with her 
parents, because she can’t afford to move out, can’t afford outside child care, and can’t 
afford to stay home when she’s sick. 

Danee works hard. She deserves a livable wage. And with your help, it might happen. 

Yesterday, Senator Tom Harkin and Representative George Miller are introducing a bill 
to raise the federal minimum wage from $7.25 an hour to $10.10 an hour, and peg it to 
inflation. The raise would help millions of hard working Americans like Danee support 
their families. 

We need your help – please call your senators and representative at (202) 224-3121 
and ask them to raise the minimum wage. 

By raising the minimum wage, we would give millions of workers like Danee more 
money to make ends meet, pump millions of dollars into the economy, and create more 
jobs. 

But we need your help to do it. Please call your senators and representative at (202) 
224-3121 and ask them to raise the minimum wage. 

Alex Palombo 
American Family Voices 
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SUBJECT: Robert Reich Breaks It Down 
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Jacquelyn - 

Let’s just make one thing clear: our economy isn’t 
going off a cliff. 

John Boehner and the Republicans want us to think 
that without a budget compromise, our economy will 
tailspin with crippling cuts and sky-high taxes. But In 
reality, working and middle class families will do better 
without a compromise – Clinton’s Secretary of Labor 
Robert Reich can explain. 

Watch Robert Reich explain the Fiscal “Cliff” here. 

So, to recap: if there is no deal, our economy won’t go off a cliff like Republicans are 
trying to scare us into thinking. The heavy tax cuts for the rich will expire, forcing them 
to pay their fair share. And if we take the heavy cuts Republicans are demanding, they 
will stunt job growth and drive us into a worse recession than we are already in. 

And all of this is because Republicans want to keep tax cuts for the rich. 

For working and middle class families, the best course in this fiscal showdown is to hold 
our ground, demand the wealthy to pay their fair share, and let the Bush era tax cuts for 
the wealthy expire. 

So share this video with your friends, so we can put this “cliff” nonsense to rest. 

Alex Palombo 
American Family Voices  
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